
Ministry Team Meets For New Chapter Planning Retreat
In September 2017, the Ministry Team of the Commission for Orthodox Missions and Evange-
lism (C.O.M.E.) met for a two-day planning retreat during which the group focused on growing 
Orthodoxy in the Western states in concert with its mission of “Educating, equipping and 
engaging clergy and faithful in Evangelism and Mission in the Orthodox Christian Tradition.” 

Th is New Chapter Planning Retreat was hosted at the parish of Prophet Elias in Santa Cruz, 
California. Th e goals of the retreat were to welcome new team members, establish consensus 
around the ministry’s mission, and identify projects and a timeline for achieving ministry 
goals. To this end, the team enlisted Dale Sollom-Brotherton of New Beginnings Consulting 
to facilitate the retreat.

One of the key decisions made at the retreat was to change the offi  cial name of the ministry 
from Commission for Orthodox Missions & Evangelism, C.O.M.E., to Missions & Evange-
lism Ministry. Th e new name is meant to be more descriptive and accessible.

On Wednesday night, the Ministry Team joined the parish’s Orthodox Christian Fellowship 
(OCF) group to chant Small Paraklesis in the church. Th is was followed by dinner and a 
discussion led by His Eminence Metropolitan Gerasimos. 

At the end of the retreat the Ministry Team had defi ned 14 specifi c projects, persons respon-
sible and deadlines for completing the fi rst phase of each project. For example, two that 
have already been completed are the drafting of a document off ering guidance to parishes to 
consider new building projects only in the context of a vision to grow, and proposing to the 
Metropolis Council that Clergy-Laity 2019 be dedicated to Missions & Evangelism. 

Th e Missions & Evangelism Ministry Team is grateful to Prophet Elias Greek Orthodox 
Church for their generous hospitality and to Dale Sollom-Brotherton for his skillful guidance 
defi ning its current direction. Th e Ministry looks forward to a fruitful year further drawing 
on the talents and experience of its Team members. ✠
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Letter from the Director
Dear Reverend Fathers and friends, 

Th e past year was one of transition for our ministry. Most notably, 
we said goodbye to long-time Director, Fr. Th eodore Dorrance. Fr. 
Th eodore generously shared his talents with this ministry since it was 
founded in 1991 and his presence is missed on the Ministry Team.

In September, when the Ministry Team met to revisit our goals and plan 
for the future, we each shared the reason for our participation in this 
ministry. Th e message that I heard again and again, repeated around the 
table, was one of gratitude to God for the Faith that we have received, 
one way or another, unworthy as we are. It is gratitude that inspires us 
to share the Gospel with people whom we hope to introduce to this joy. 

Th is ministry exists to support your apostolic activities! Please help us to meaningfully support you 
by sharing your news with us, your successes and milestones, as well as suggestions of what you 
would most like to see this ministry provide in the future. Making new introductions, facilitating 
communication, and deepening our relationships with each of you is what makes our hearts sing! 

With love in Christ, With love in Christ, 

Our Ministry Team

His Eminence
Metropolis Gerasimos

His Grace Bishop
Apostolos of Medea

Fr. Constantine Pappademos
St. Katherine, Elk Grove CA

Fr. Aris Metrakos
Holy Trinity, San Francisco CA

Fr. Andrew Barakos
Assumption, Scottsdale AZ

Fr. Photios Dumont
St. Demetrios, Seattle WA

Fr. Gerasimos Markopoulos
St. George, Eugene OR

Cliff  Argue
St. Demetrios, Seattle WA

Connie Contes
Holy Trinity, Phoenix AZ

Lisa Buck
Holy Cross, Roseburg OR

Thomaida Hudanish
St. John the Baptist, Beaverton OR
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and the Ecumenical Patri-
archate of Constantinople.
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Metropolis of San Francisco 
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14485 SW Walker Rd
Beaverton OR 97006

Director
Thomaida Hudanish 

www.GrowOrthodoxy.org
come@sanfran.goarch.org
503-277-3928

Letter from His Eminence
Beloved in the Lord,

“Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading 
through us: we implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God. For 
He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him.” II Corinthians 5:20 – 21

It is a joy to greet you and to share with you the exciting and visionary 
progress of our Metropolis Missions and Evangelism Ministry. 

In more recent months we had the opportunity to come together with 
a newly invigorated leadership team which is working diligently to 
expand the eff orts of this ministry and to Grow Orthodoxy in America. 
I am very excited about their eff orts and the commitment they have 
demonstrated in their visionary and God-pleasing work. Ms. Th omaida 
Hudanish, who now serves as the Director of the Missions and Evangelism Ministry follows in the 
footsteps of Rev. Father Th eodore Dorrance who was a champion and advocate for this grassroots 
movement which has now become an integral part of our work as a Metropolis.

We have often heard that “Orthodoxy is the best kept secret”. It is my hope and fervent prayer that 
we can fi nd the key to unlock this box and, through the innovation and creativity of our Missions 
and Evangelism Ministry, that we can preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ and bring more people to 
His fullness, love and grace. Open your hearts and open your doors to new ideas and opportunities 
so that our faith may not remain a secret but rather, be a beacon drawing people to our churches 
and bringing them spiritual renewal, fulfi llment, and ultimately Salvation in Our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ!

Wishing you a blessed New Year, I remain,

✠ Metropolitan Gerasimos of San Francisco

Th omaida Hudanish
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Good News for the Metropolis of Denver
In June 2017, the former Director of our Ministry, Fr. Theodore Dorrance, moved back to his home state of Colo-
rado and began working with the Metropolis of Denver to develop a new Missions & Evangelism Ministry in that 
Metropolis. In the meantime, Fr. Theodore enrolled in the Doctorate of Ministry in Leadership program at Denver 
Theological Seminary and began serving as the assistant priest at St. Catherine Greek Orthodox Church in Greenwood 
Village, Colorado. We are grateful to Fr. Theodore for 26 years of service to the C.O.M.E. Board, his visionary leader-
ship, and his continued dedication to the goals of sharing the Gospel across North America. May his studies be blessed 
and may he enjoy many years of continued fruitful ministry! ✠

HCHC Visits. Director Thomaida Hudanish and Fr. 
Andrew Barakos connected with Hellenic College Holy 
Cross seminarians during an October 2017 trip to campus 
in Brookline, Massachussets. They also met with Holy 
Cross Dean Dr. James Skedros and the HCHC Missions 
Institute Director Fr. Luke Veronis. Fr. Andrew delivered 
a homily during Vespers and presented with Thomaida 
about the work of the Missions & Evangelism Ministry. 
With every visit to Brookline, the Ministry develops rela-
tionships with both students and faculty and supports the 
seminary’s preparation of clergy candidates for serving in 
the American mission field.

m 

OCMC Mission Trip to Kenya. 
In December 2017, Missions & 
Evangelism Ministry Director 
Thomaida Hudanish had the 
opportunity to participate on a 
short-term mission team with 
the Orthodox Christian Mission 
Center (OCMC) to Nairobi, 
Kenya, to work with middle 
school and high school youth. The 
team of ten was hosted by Arch-
bishop Makarios of Kenya. After 
the team completed their work 
presenting interactive lessons 
on life skills and healthy relationships at St. Clement 
School, the Archbishop showed them the various philan-
thropic projects of the Metropolis of Nairobi, and took 
them to visit rural communities in southeastern Kenya, 
near Mt. Kiliminjaro. Thomaida is one of four Ministry 
Team members who have participated in OCMC short-
term mission trips, and one Ministry Team member, Cliff 
Argue, also serves on the OCMC Board.

New Website Address. With the ministry’s name change 
came a new domain name as well: groworthodoxy.org. 
The Resource Library at groworthodoxy.org now includes 
a guide for starting a parish bookstore and details about 
Festival Outreach. To join the Missions & Evangelism 
Discussion Group on Facebook, send a message via the 
ministry’s Facebook page. To join the e-mail distribution 
list for biweekly updates and missions-themed content. 
Visit GrowOrthodoxy.org, click on “Contact” and enter 
your e-mail address in the space provided.

FDF 2018. Director Thomaida Hudanish and Team 
Member Fr. Photios Dumont co-presented two work-
shops at the 2018 Folk Dance Festival in San Francisco, 
California. On Friday, Your Faith Toolbox focused on 

helping equip attendees for 
sharing about their Faith, espe-
cially when in response to specific 
frequently asked questions. On 
Saturday, attendees packed in 
for two sessions of I Found God 
Through Science, where Fr. Photios 
shared about his journey to Ortho-
doxy and explored how science 
and religion are reconciled when 
both scientists and theologians are 
genuine in their search for Truth. 
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The 2018 Archdiocese Bien-
nial Clergy-Laity Congress will take place in 
Boston, Massachussets July 1st - 5th. The Metrop-
olis Missions & Evangelism Ministry is working with 
Fr. Jim Kordaris of the Archdiocese Department for 
Stewardship, Outreach & Evangelism, as well as 
representatives from the Metropolises of Denver and 
Pittsburgh, to share an exhibit space and potentially 
co-present a workshop on Missions & Evangelism. ✠

News in Brief

The team worked at St. Clement School in Nairobi and 
was hosted by Archbishop Makarios of Kenya



Mochas for Missions Raises Over $40,000!
In 2017, thirty-nine parishes participated in the Mochas for Missions campaign and 
raised over $40,000! Th is is twice the amount that this campaign raised just four years 
ago. Our Team is grateful for this incredible support as we work together towards our 
long-term goal of raising $100,000 annually to fund the work of this ministry. 

Th e average parish contribution increased to $1040 in 2017,
compared to $890 in 2016, $645 in 2015, and $483 in 2014. 

Since the establishment of a full-time position for this ministry in 2014, three parishes 
have chosen to support our ministry as a line item in their annual budget, either in 
addition to, or instead of, the annual campaign. We are grateful for the stable support 
that this gives the Ministry. Knowing that we have this pledged funding allows us to 
plan ahead and initiate new programs. 

New Th eme for 2018! We hope to introduce a new theme approximately every three 
years in order to off er a fresh perspective and encourage creativity in how you and your 
parish implement this campaign. After three ground-breaking years with Mochas for 
Missions, we are looking forward to seeing how parishes will use the new theme, 
Missions Possible, to educate and gather the faithful around this important cause.

Missions Possible packets will arrive in parish mailboxes during the fi rst week of 
February. We have worked to develop a packet of materials that will increase aware-
ness about the opportunities in our American mission fi eld, stimulate conversation 
and capture the attention of your fellow parishioners. Th e offi  cial campaign begins 
on Forgiveness Sunday, February 18th, and ends on Holy Pentecost, May 27th. Some 
parishes choose an alternative one to three month period. We encourage each priest and 
parish representative to choose the best timing and fundraising goal for their parish. 
Remember, parishes that meet their goal early, close the campaign early and celebrate! 

Please note that Missions Possible contributions should be made out to “Missions 
& Evangelism Ministry” and sent directly to 14485 SW Walker Road, Beaverton, 
Oregon 97006.  

We are ready to answer questions and brainstorm with you about making Missions 
Possible an inspiring experience for your parish. To learn more and plan for 2018, visit 
our website at www.GrowOrthodoxy.org, or give us a call at 503-277-3928. ✠
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Congratulations
to our top 10
contributing
parishes:

St. John the Baptist 
in Beaverton, OR

Sts. Constantine & 
Helen in Cardiff, CA

Resurrection in 
Castro Valley, CA

Salem Mission
in Salem, Oregon

St. Spyridon in 
San Diego, CA 

St. George in
Eugene OR

Holy Trinity in
Portland OR

St. Nicholas in
San Jose, CA

Holy Transfiguration
in Anchorage, AK 

St. Basil in
San Jose, CA

Together, these 
10 parishes 
raised $26,026 
for domestic 
mission work! 
Glory to God!
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Bakersfield, CA
Concord, CA
Elk Grove, CA
Fresno, CA
HONOLULU, HI
Lancaster, CA
Las Vegas, NV
Los Angeles, CA

Modesto, CA
Murrieta, CA
Novato, CA
Oakland, CA
Peoria, AZ
PHOENIX, AZ
Redondo Beach, CA 
Roseburg, OR

Roseville, CA
Sacramento, CA
San Francisco, CA - Annunciation
San Luis Obispo, CA
Santa Barbara, CA
Santa Cruz, CA
Seattle, WA - St. Demetrios
Shoreline, WA

Stockton, CA
Scottsdale, AZ
TACOMA, WA
Tucson, AZ
VALLEJO, CA
***PARISHES in all caps 
raised SIGNIFICANTLY more 
than in previous years!

In addition to the parishes acknowledged on page 4, Mochas for Missions donations were received 
from parishes in the following cities, listed in alphabetical order:

Thank you for your support! 

Mission Parish Feast Days
Our Metropolis has six parishes located in relatively remote areas, where a full-time priest has yet to be assigned. These missions are 
currently served by clergy from neighboring parishes, one to four times per month. Feast day celebrations and hierarchical visits are the 
especially meaningful for these communities. 

September 14, 2017 - Exaltation of the Cross at Holy Cross in Roseburg, Oregon

January 6, 2018 - Holy Theophany on Maui

November 8, 2017 
St. Nectarios feast 

day services at 
St. Nectarios in 

Pasco, Washington

Reader Jeff Yepez 
was tonsured at 
the mission in Maui 
on Theophany.



6

What Works - Adult Education
Greek Orthodox parishes generally off er at least one weekly Bible Study and even 
when it is a well-attended and vibrant educational program, there is a large portion of 
the community not participating. Increasingly clergy are experimenting with diff erent 
formats of adult education in order to engage more parishioners, who are either unavail-
able for, or not attracted to, traditional Bible Studies. Below are methods employed by 
three parishes both near and far. Th e common link for all three success stories is that 
each states a clear start and end date or fi nite time commitment at the outset, so that 
parishioners know what to expect and can plan their schedules accordingly.

Fr. Vasili Hillhouse
Holy Trans� guration in Anchorage, Alaska

For a few years Fr. Vasili off ered Bible Study after the weekly Wednesday night Para-
klesis. Participation started with 5-10 people, but gradually dwindled. In the fall of 
2017, in response to an infl ux of catechumens and inquirers, Fr. Vasili decided to 
replace the Bible Study with a 10-week class. He revised materials found online to 
create 10 catechism lessons, the fi nal one being a Powerpoint about the Formation 
of the New Testament Canon. Th e program began had 17-20 participants, including 
catechumens from neighboring parishes. In fall 2018, Fr. Vasili plans to repeat the 
same format with new content. Meanwhile, various parish guests have invited Fr. Vasili 
to off er classes and lectures in the community. Th is spring he will co-teach a class on 
the Apostolic Fathers at Alaska Pacifi c University.

Additionally the parish now off ers quarterly Family Nights, coordinated by the youth 
ministry. Fr. Vasili off ers a teaching for the adults and the youth leaders plan a lesson 
for the kids. Th e fi rst event was held in honor of St. Nicholas and was very popular. Th e 
night began with a service to St. Nicholas, followed by a story and teaching provided 
by Fr. Vasili. Th en the kids broke off  to do a service project while the adults decorated 
the church for Christmas. Th ey have a second family night planned for the beginning 
of Great Lent.

Fr. Aris Metrakos
Holy Trinity in San Francisco, California

In order to engage parishioners in a dynamic and intimate learning environment, Fr. 
Aris enlisted a parishioner to help him develop a small groups Bible Study. Th e studies 
have looked at entire books of the Bible, Biblical themes, and Christian living. Th e 
semesters are fi xed in length, typically 10-13 weeks--one in the fall and one in the 
spring. Parishioners gather at the church on Tuesday 
evenings for a potluck dinner, then small group discus-
sion, followed by a group wrap-up.  Th ere are about 50 
people in attendance. Each year attendees are reassigned 
to a new small group, which makes it a fresh experience 
each time and helps parishioners to develop new bonds. 
Because each group is meeting simultaneously at indi-
vidual round tables in the fellowship hall, the overall 
energy in the room from the other tables facilitates 
sharing and discussion that might otherwise stall if a 
small group was meeting independently. Th e wrap-up 

  

Norm Smith’s 

Growing Upward 
(Based on His Book of the Same Name) 

A Topical Bible Study for Small Groups on Christian Living  

 

Faith  & Fellowship Ministry 

Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church 

San Francisco, California 

Spring 2018 

Parish 
Missions & 
Evangelism 
Ministries 
choose projects 
in one of seven 
different areas:

1. Welcome Ministry

2. In-Reach and 
Adult Education

3. Parish Visibility

4. Awareness 
campaign (i.e. 
Missions Possible)  

5. Parish Bookstore

6. Outreach Efforts

7. OCMC/Foreign
Missions Ambassador

Visit 
GrowOrthodoxy.org/

Resource-Library 
for the following:

Bookstore ministry 
how-to guide with 
templates for inven-
tory and bookkeeping

Slides and Audio 
from the October 
2016 National 
Missions & Evange-
lism Conference 

Links to 2017 webinars

...and much more 
planned for 2018!

Adult Education continued on page 7.



7

Recommended Reading
Our Missions & Evangelsim Ministry Team is committed to life-long learning. We are eager to 
glean inspiration and knowledge from a variety of sources. In preparation for our September New 
Chapter Planning Retreat we each read a book related to Missions & Evangelism. Among those 
that we found most helpful or enlightening:

• Canoeing the Mountains by Tod Bolsinger
• Mission in Christ’s Way by Archbishop Anastasios of Albania
• Th e Art and Practice of Bivocational Ministry by Dennis Bickers
• Orthodoxy and Heterodoxy by Fr. Andrew Damick
• Th e Rise of Christianity by Rodney Stark

“In order to be at all times a living witness of the presence of Our Lord the missionary must be in 
continuous personal relationship with him. Th erefore, the crucial problem, for every missionary 
is how to maintain a close relationship with the Holy Trinity. Our supreme concern must be not 
what we will do but how we will be a living witness to the presence of the Lord in the world.”
 - Archbishop Anastasios, Mission in Christ’s Way

“In order to be at all times a living witness of the presence of Our Lord the missionary must be in 
continuous personal relationship with him. Th erefore, the crucial problem, for every missionary 
is how to maintain a close relationship with the Holy Trinity. Our supreme concern must be not 
what we will do but how we will be a living witness to the presence of the Lord in the world.”
 - 

sessions are always off ered by a parishioner, in order to 
encourage greater participation and move away from the 
lecture format. Father Aris provides 2-3 minutes of closing 
commentary before dismissal. Each meeting begins at 
6:30 pm, with participants arriving and eating dinner 
after work, and ends promptly at 8:30 pm. Some years the 
parish off ers an abbreviated May semester after Pascha, 
which is usually 4 weeks long. 

Chris Chaconas & Christopher Malagisi
Saint Sophia Cathedral in Washington D.C.

Chris Chaconas returned home inspired after attending 
the National Missions & Evangelism Conference in 
October 2016 in Portland, Oregon. He gathered like-
minded parishioners and together they started a parish 
Ministry on Outreach & Evangelism. Th e fi rst project 
the group tackled was to design and implement an adult 
education event, called Orthodoxy Boot Camp (OBC). 
Th e fi rst event, OBC 101, was held Saturday, September 
30, 2017 at the church. Chaconas explained that most of 
Saint Sophia’s parishioners live a signifi cant distance from 
the church, so a weekday class was out of the question. 
Instead they scheduled it for a half day on Saturday, 9:30 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m., starting with breakfast and ending with 
an optional lunch. Th e Cathedral clergy, Fr. Steven Zorzos 
and Fr. Dimitrios Lee, shared the teaching of the various 
sessions, including a basic introduction to the Orthodox 
Church, a comprehensive church tour, and a session dedi-
cated to getting to know one another better. Th e event 
was advertised through the Young Adult League (YAL), 
with a Facebook video that was viewed over 3,000 times, 

and verbally by the clergy on Sundays. Th e event was 
especially marketed to new members or non-Orthodox. 
Th e fact that 38% of attendees were long-time members 
indicated to the Ministry that parishioners are hungry for 
more adult education opportunities. 

Th e organizers planned for 25-30 people and were pleas-
antly surprised to have 114 people of all ages attend! Of 
these 114, 

• 68 – Responded to a post-event survey
• 27 – Interested in joining church
• 48 – Signed up for at least 1-5 church ministries
• 18 – Signed up for Adult Bible Study
• 16 – Requested a Stewardship card as they left the event

One thing is for sure, the Ministry for Outreach & Evan-
gelism at Saint Sophia will follow up on this success with 
additional Orthodoxy Boot Camp events. In fact, OBC 
201 is scheduled for Saturday, January 27, 2018 with a 
video invitation from Fr. Dimitri already promoting the 
event on the church’s Facebook page. OBC 201’s topic? 
Bringing the Bible Alive: Understanding the Earthly 
Ministry of Christ. ✠

Adult Education continued from page 6.



FIND MISSIONS POSSIBLE PACKETS AT YOUR PARISH THE FIRST WEEK OF FEBRUARY. 

Missions & Evangelism Ministry
14485 SW Walker Road
Beaverton, Oregon 97006
www.GrowOrthodoxy.org

Our Mission is to educate, equip and engage
clergy and faithful in Evangelism and Mission

in the Orthodox Christian Tradition.


