
National Missions & Evangelism Conference Draws 
Participation from Every Metropolis

In October 160 clergy and lay leaders assembled at St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox 
Church in Beaverton, Oregon for the first National Missions & Evangelism Conference 
dedicated to domestic missions and evangelism. The event was co-hosted by Fr. Jim Kor-
daris and the Archdiocese Department of Stewardship, Outreach & Evangelism and by 
C.O.M.E., and made possible by a grant from Leadership 100. Conference attendees were 
blessed by the presence of Metropolitan Gerasimos as well as a visiting hierarch, His Grace 
Bishop Athanasios of Kisumu and Western Kenya. Representatives attended from all nine 
Greek Orthodox Metropolises, as well as from Antiochian, Carpatho-Rusyn and Ukrainian 
Orthodox parishes. Attendees represented 30 states and 68 parishes.

Fr. Luke Veronis gave the keynote presentation entitled “Bringing Orthodoxy to America,” 
about challenges facing the Church, the core values of growing parishes, and case studies of 
parishes that have put these into practice. Additional speakers included Fr. Theodore Dor-
rance, Fr. Evan Armatas, and Fr. Barnabas Powell, who each shared from their experience 

with outreach ministry, parish 
organization and leadership. 

Attendees left with a greater 
sense of connection to other 
parishes and ideas of how to bet-
ter reach out through their par-
ishes and Metropolises. Audio 
for each presentation is avail-
able at ancientfaith.com. Each 
speakers’ Powerpoint presenta-
tion and additional materials are 
available in the C.O.M.E. Re-
source Library at come-sf.org. ✠
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Letter from His Eminence
Beloved in the Lord, 

It is a joy to greet you during this beautiful season of the Nativity 
as we celebrate the miraculous birth of Jesus Christ!

When you think about the work of our Missions and Evangelism 
ministry and their focus on sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ, I 
cannot help but relate this to the angels who sang in praise and 
adoration to the Newborn King. Then there were the Wise Men, 
guided by a bright star in the East, who were led to the Christ 
Child in the humble manger where he lay. These were some of the 
earliest forms of seeking out the Lord and worshiping Him, and 
this is what we are still called to do today.

Our churches need to be that bright star, attracting people to them because of their examples 
of faithfulness, love, compassion and honesty. Our people should be wise like the Magi, 
bringing their best gifts to the Lord to spread His message of salvation.

This past October was a shining example of this at the first National Missions and Evange-
lism Conference where a capacity-filled group explored new ways to be that bright star, and 
to be those angels who sang so gloriously on the night when Christ was born.

Let us commit to making 2017 a year of new opportunities to celebrate our faith, to share 
our faith, to live our faith, and to be a beacon of light for people to see and follow to find 
Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior!

With Love in the Newborn King,

✠ Metropolitan Gerasimos of San Francisco

Letter from the Director
Dear co-workers in Christ, 

This year, C.O.M.E. was honored to co-host the first National Mis-
sions & Evangelism Conference specifically dedicated to missions and 
evangelism here in the United States. In addition to dedicated clergy 
serving throughout our Archdiocese, this event brought together many 
lay people with unique skills and experiences. 

We were especially impressed by the participation of over 75 individuals 
from within our Metropolis, with nearly half of these from mission or 
mentored parishes. This event reinforced the value of gathering together 
face-to-face to share our successes and challenges and getting to know 
one another better, which leads to collaboration and the strengthening of 
each of our parishes. 

I hope you enjoy reading about the meaningful work that C.O.M.E. continues to do with parishes 
throughout our Metropolis. Please remember that we cannot be successful without your help. Please 
see yourselves, the parish priests and parish leaders, as partners in our Metropolis’ work in sharing  the 
One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church with America. 

Thank you for your support of C.O.M.E. Have a Merry Christmas and a blessed New Year!

Fr. Theodore Dorrance
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Memory Eternal 
Together with her family and fellow parishioners, we offer prayers for the soul of a wonderful woman and ethu-
siastic champion of C.O.M.E. through Mochas for Missions, whom we came to know and love over the past 
two years. Peggy Moscha Tramountanas fell asleep in the Lord on August 22, 2016. Two days before her pass-
ing, she celebrated her 49th wedding anniversary with her devoted and caring husband Emmanuel Tramoun-
tanas. Peggy is survived by a large and loving family. At her parish of St. Demetrios in Seattle, she served as 
president to the folk dance groups and Philoptochos; she co-chaired the 1990 Seattle Folk Dance Festival, and 
helped to create Camp Agape NW, which serves families of children with cancer. With all she accomplished, she 
was most proud of the family she created with her husband Manuel. Her warm and loving smile and personality 
are greatly missed. ✠

News in Brief
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Parish Visits. C.O.M.E. Assistant Director Thomaida 
Hudanish visited three parishes in the San Diego area in 
April, as well as four parishes in San Jose/Monterey Bay 
area and Holy Transfiguration in Anchorage, Alaska in 
May. C.O.M.E. Director Fr. Theodore Dorrance served 
Liturgy and gave a workshop at the Maui Mission in Jan-
uary, traveled to St. Nicholas in Murrieta, California in 
May for the parish anniversary and Thyranoixia, and gave 
a Missions & Evangelism retreat at Cardiff-by-the-Sea in 
October. Additionally, Fr. Theodore and Thomaida vis-
ited St. George in Eugene, Oregon in September.

m

Orthodox Natural Church Development (ONCD) 
Survey Taken. A team of parishioners from St. John the 
Baptist in Beaverton, Oregon attended training for ONCD 
with Fr. James Retelas in April and conducted the survey in 
their parish in May. The ONCD survey is designed to help 
parishes assess strengths and weaknesses in eight key areas 
of parish health. To learn more about ONCD, please visit 
oncd.info or speak to Fr. James Retelas.

m

HCHC Visit. C.O.M.E. Director Fr. Theodore Dorrance 
connected with Hellenic College Holy Cross students 
during his May 2016 trip to campus for commencement. 
These visits further develop C.O.M.E.’s relationship with 
the seminary and individual clergy candidates wishing to 
serve in the American mission field.

m 

Archdiocese Biennial Clergy-Laity Congress. This year 
marks the first year that C.O.M.E. was represented at the 
Archdiocese Biennial Clergy-Laity Congress. C.O.M.E. 
Assistant Director Thomaida Hudanish staffed a shared 
exhibit space with the Archdiocese Department of Stew-
ardship, Outreach & Evangelism to meet with dozens 
of Clergy-Laity delegates during the July 3-8th congress 

in Nashville, Tennessee. Additionally C.O.M.E. co-pre-
sented a workshop on Wednesday, July 6th, presenting 
a preview from the four speakers of October’s National 
Missions & Evangelism Conference, including C.O.M.E. 
Director Fr. Theodore Dorrance. In addition to making 
new connections with faithful from throughout the Arch-
diocese, C.O.M.E.’s presence at National Clergy-Laity, 
allowed for valuable face-to-face time with clergy and lay 
leaders from within the Metropolis and the sharing of re-
sources among various Church ministries.

m 

OCA Small Parish Forum. July 14-16, C.O.M.E.. As-
sistant Director Thomaida Hudanish attended the OCA 
Small Parish Forum at Holy Assumption Orthodox 
Church in Canton, Ohio. A variety of speakers presented 
on topics specific to the challenges of small parishes--from 
organizing youth programs when you have a very small 
group, to discussions about philanthropic outreach, and 
ministering to a declining neighborhood. To view ma-
terials from this year’s Small Parish Forum, please visit 
ocadwpa.org/2016spfspeakerfiles.html. ✠

m

Communications. September 2016 marked the one 
year anniversary of the C.O.M.E. website launch and 
email listserv. C.O.M.E. continues to post timely infor-
mation and resources on its Facebook page and blog. 
The Resource Library at come-sf.org now includes a 
guide for starting a parish bookstore and details about 
Festival Outreach. The C.O.M.E. Discussion Group 
on Facebook now includes almost 30 members. To 
join, send a message via the C.O.M.E. Facebook page. 

To join C.O.M.E.’s e-mail distribution list for biweek-
ly updates and missions-themed content. Visit www.
come-sf.org, click on “Contact” and enter your e-mail 
address in the space provided. ✠



Mochas for Missions
Mochas for Missions supports C.O.M.E. and the realization of three Strategic Objec-
tives. The long-term goal is to raise $100,000 annually with this campaign. This will 
enable C.O.M.E. to be a self-supporting office and begin to realize additional ministry 
goals, including offering an annual retreat for mission parish clergy and lay leaders and 
awarding grants to mission and mentored parishes to enable them to fulfill their goals.  

As of November 30, 2016, a total of $30, 276 was collected by thirty-four parishes. 
This year’s accomplishments include: 

•	Transitioning from a Philoptochos-specific program to a general program.
•	Five parishes more than doubled the amount they collected in 2015!
•	Average parish contribution increased to $890, compared to $645 in 2015, 

and $483 in 2014. 
m

2017 Mochas for Missions packets will arrive the first week of February. The official 
campaign begins on Forgiveness Sunday, February 26th, and ends on Holy Pentecost, 
June 4th. Some parishes choose an alternative one to three month period. Each par-
ish should have a Mochas for Missions designated leader to organize the campaign. 
C.O.M.E. encourages the priest and parish Mochas for Missions representative to 
choose the best timing and fundraising goal for their parish. Parishes that meet their 
goal early, simply finish the campaign early! All Mochas for Missions contributions are 
sent directly to the C.O.M.E. Office in Beaverton, Oregon. 

Please let us know how we can partner with you to make Mochas for Missions an in-
spiring experience for your parish. To learn more about Mochas for Missions and pan 
for 2017, please visit the C.O.M.E. website at www.come-sf.org. ✠

Bakersfield, CA
Concord, CA
Downey, CA
Elk Grove, CA
Eugene, OR
Fresno, CA
Honolulu, HI
Lancaster, CA

Murrieta, CA
Northridge, CA
Novato, CA
Oakland, CA
Palm Desert, CA
Peoria, AZ
Roseburg, OR
San Bernadino, CA

San Francisco, CA - Annunciation
San Luis Obispo, CA
Santa Cruz, CA
Seattle, WA - St. Demetrios
Shoreline, WA
Stockton, CA
Scottsdale, AZ
Tucson, AZ

In addition to the parishes acknowledged at right, 
Mochas for Missions donations were received from parishes 

in the following 24 cities, listed in alphabetical order*:

Congratulations 
to our top 10 
contributing 
parishes:

St. John the Baptist 
in Beaverton, OR

St. Spyridon in 
San Diego, CA

St. Nicholas in 
San Jose, CA

Resurrection in 
Castro Valley, CA

Sts. Constantine & 
Helen in Cardiff-by 
-the-sea, CA 

Salem Mission 
in Salem, Oregon

St. Anna in 
Roseville, CA

Holy Transfiguration 
in Anchorage, AK

Annunciation in 
Sacramento, CA

St. John the Baptist 
in Las Vegas, NV

Together, these 
10 parishes 
raised $22,110 
for domestic 
mission work!
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Thank you for your support! 

St. Spyridon raises $4,700 for Domestic Missions!

Missions & Evangelism Strategic Objectives 
C.O.M.E. works to fulfill the following strategic objectives defined in the Metropolis Strategic Plan in 2014:

1. Establish and support Missions & Evangelism Ministries in every parish.
2. Plant five new parishes in the next 10 years.
3. Parish Mentoring

This year, the parish of St. Spyridon in San Diego made a big effort to support Mochas for Missions and re-
ceived a big result! Like most parishes, St. Spyridon used the Pennies & Prayers theme for many years. “Usu-
ally we would put out jars at the tables during fellowship hour, but we didn’t get a lot of interest,” parishioner 
Francesca Captain said. “People saw it every year and they’d put a few pennies in and maybe we’d collect a few 
hundred [dollars].” This 
year, when they realized 
the theme had changed 
to Mochas for Missions, 
they formed a committee 
and set a goal for $1000. 
Francesca Captain, Soula 
De La Riva, and Ma-
ria Stokes teamed up to 
lead the campaign. Soula 
made a display using the 
materials in the packet 
and printing additional 
information from the 
C.O.M.E. website. The 
committee also put out 
fliers. The key to their 
success was that each 
Sunday one of the com-
mittee members would  
stand next to a display 
table in a prominent location so that people could see it as they came into the fellowship hall to get coffee. 
They also kept a running total of how they were doing as they got closer to their goal. 

Another way in which the team at St. Spyridon promoted the cause was by sponsoring a Sunday fellow-
ship hour with coffee and food. St. Spyridon’s priest, Fr. Andrew Scordalakis, made an announcement 
highlighting the cause and that all the money collected that day would go straight to Mochas for Missions. 
Also, the parish started early with a focus on domestic mission at their annual Cakes for Causes auction 
during the Epiphany season. Francesca said, “We raised about $3500 at that auction and gave that all to 
Mochas for Missions this year.” 

Francesca said, “It just takes time and a person to be there every Sunday to remind people.” Several people 
gave more than once. “They were very generous. People thought it was a good cause. They liked the idea of 
not having coffee for the duration of Lent and giving money to this effort instead.” ✠

Soula De La Riva, Maria Stokes, Francesca Captain and Philoptochos President Christine Tradas
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In the Spotlight: Missions & Outreach Ministry at 
Prophet Elias in Santa Cruz, California 
The small, but mighty Missions & Outreach Ministry at Prophet Elias Greek Or-
thodox in Santa Cruz, California is chaired by Shirley Manis and includes five dedi-
cated members, all under the spiritual guidance of Rev. Dr. Milutin Janjic. The team 
met with Thomaida Hudanish during her visit to the parish in May and immediately 
launched several projects over the summer.

The two greatest social needs in the Santa Cruz area are to minister to the large home-
less population and children in the foster care system. The parish continues to donate 
backpacks filled with necessities for foster children and find creative ways to reach out 
to the homeless population. To that end, two parishioners started a St. Euphrosynos 
Ministry, which meets every Wednesday from 10a-2p, to sell Greek coffee and pastries 
to passersby and give out bags of personal necessities to those in need. Fr. Milutin 
opens the church for tours and meets with guests.

This year Fr. Milutin and his family relocated to the area, which enables them to be more 
connected to parishioners and meet people in the community. The parish is enjoying an 
increased liturgical life as well as the 
opportunity to add more ministries 
and programs during the week. 

Over the summer the parish fo-
cused on improving their visibility 
as a church in downtown Santa 
Cruz. A new wooden sign was in-
stalled above the church doors, as 
well as a vivid banner inviting all 
people to come to services. The 
next project is to order a banner 
inviting people to Christmas ser-
vices. Also, the parish ordered Fr. 
Barnabas Powell’s newly released 
Journey to Fullness program and are 
looking forward to viewing that as 
a group. They have also created a 
parish YouTube channel. To learn more about the parish’s activities, please visit their 
modern and well-maintained website at propheteliassc.org. ✠

Missions & Evangelism Ministry
A dedicated group committed to finding ways to preach the Gospel locally can make a 
huge impact in the life of the parish. Projects tackled this year by Missions & Evange-
lism Ministries throughout the Metropolis include:

•	Recruiting people to share their “Journeys to Orthodoxy;” verbally and in the newsletter.
•	Creating a ‘thank you for visiting’ postcard to send to Sunday guests
•	Hosting an Outreach Vespers and Open House for first-time visitors
•	Ordering improved external signage and seasonal banners.
•	Scheduling and promoting annual inquirers’ classes and other adult education
•	Promoting the work of OCMC missionaries and opportunities to join mission teams.

Inspire your Missions & Evangelism Ministry with these project ideas! ✠

Fr. Milutin Janjic and parishioners at Prophet Elias 
installed a wooden sign carved with a prayer above the 

church doors to help increase visibility to passersby.

Parish Missions 
& Evangelism 
Ministries work 
to develop seven 
areas of parish 
outreach:

1. Welcome Ministry

2. In-Reach and 
Adult Education

3. Parish Visibility

4. Mochas for 
Missions

5. Parish Bookstore

6. Outreach Efforts

7. OCMC/Foreign 
Missions Ambassador

Our Online 
Resource Library
now has the following...

Bookstore minis-
try how-to guide 
with templates 
for inventory and 
bookkeeping

Slide presentations 
from the October 
2016 National Mis-
sions & Evange-
lism Conference 

Digital Guestbook 
how-to guide for 
Sunday guests

...and much more!
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Milestones around the Metropolis
Fr. Vasili Hillhouse and parishioners at Holy Transfigura-
tion in Anchorage, Alaska (pictured at right), are grow-
ing by attracting non-Orthodox to the Faith. The effort is 
bearing fruit--this past spring the parish welcomed 11 new 
people into the Church and currently has 8 catechumens. 

St. Nectarios in Pasco, Washington was served by Fr. 
John Angelis for three Sundays a month for the past year. 
Fr. John plans to return to retirement in December.

The community of St. John the Baptist, former-
ly of Salinas, California (in the two pictures below), 
moved to Carmel-by-the Sea in January to rent-
ed worship and office space in the lower level of All 
Saints Episcopal Church. Fr. Ion Coman serves the 
parish full-time. This year they developed their adult education and youth programs, as well as hosted guest 
speakers such as Metropolitan Nikitas and Fr. Aris Metrakos. Fr. Ion’s sermons are available on the parish 
YouTube channel. 

On Saturday May 7th, St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church in Temecula, 
California, hosted His Eminence Metropolitan Gerasimos, His Grace Bishop 
Apostolos of Medeia, C.O.M.E. Director Fr. Theodore Dorrance and clergy 
and lay people from local parishes for the Thyranoixia of their new building and 
25th anniversary.

St. Gregory of Nyssa in El Cajon, California, hosted a San Diego area Missions 
& Evangelism workshop on Saturday, April 16th. C.O.M.E. Assistant Director 
Thomaida Hudanish spoke to approximately 20 people from the three San Diego 
area parishes about creating parish Missions & Evangelism Ministries. Partici-
pants identified evangelistic activities that their parishes do well and those that 
they would like to improve and develop. 

In their search for land, Holy Cross Greek Orthodox 
Mission in Flagstaff, Arizona found a 34,000 square 
foot building on 4.6 acres, located about 20 minutes 
from downtown Flagstaff. The community of 25 stew-
ards raised $100,000 over the summer to supplement 
their savings and made the purchase debt free in Oc-
tober. Southwest Vicar, C.O.M.E. Board member and 
pastor of Assumption Greek Orthodox Church in 
Scottsdale, Fr. Andrew Barakos, blessed the church on 
November 11th. The first liturgy in the new building 
was celebrated on November 19th with Fr. Jeffrey Frate, 
of St. George in Flagstaff. The mission continues to have 
Liturgy three weekends a month.

Lake Havasu City Mission sends a biweekly email bulletin to keep parishioners informed about services and activi-
ties. The community also collaborated with Lake Havasu Memorial Gardens to build and install a new cross near the 
graves of Orthodox departed. The cemetery covered the expenses of this project. The mission meets twice monthly 
for Divine Liturgy.

Parishioners at St. George in Prescott, Arizona kicked off a missions & evangelism plan for their parish and the 
Prescott area with guest speaker Adam Lowell Roberts in early June. Projects included a new welcome packet with 
an annotated Liturgy booklet, a direct mailing campaign, and participation in city-organized festivals and events. ✠
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Mochas for Missions 2017 
begins Sunday, February 26th! 

m

Look for your parish’s Mochas for Missions 
packet during the first week of February 2017. 

To preview the program and begin planning, 
visit www.come-sf.org and click 

on “Mochas for Missions!”

Mochas for Missions is a CREATIVE, 
INSPIRING & FUN way to engage your parish 

in Missions & Evangelism efforts and

Grow Orthodoxy 
in America!

 
Blessed Nativity and Happy New Year! 

C.O.M.E. 
14485 SW Walker Road 
Beaverton, Oregon 97006
www.come-sf.org

Fr. Andrew Barakos 
& campaign mascot 

at Assumption Greek Orthodox 
Church in Scottsdale, Arizona


