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Mission Parish Projects - 2021

The criteria for each project is 1) that it not be something already accounted for in the 2021 parish budget, 
2) that it could be completed in a six month time frame, roughly March to September this year, and 3) that 
it expands the parish’s capacity in some way: for worship, education, fellowship, or evangelism. 

Flagstaff, Arizona - Members at Holy Cross are working on two building improvement projects. Since 
purchasing their church a few years ago, it has become a  beloved parish hub for worship, education, 
and fellowship. The county standards, however, do not allow for putting a cross on top of the church. To 
increase their visibility, they’re using the grant funds to design and install a large fiberglass cross on the 
side of the building, facing the highway. Additional funds will be used to replace unusable carpet with 
laminate flooring in two rooms, which can then be used for religious education. Holy Cross is served by Fr. 
Earl Cantos. The regional vicar is Fr. Andrew Barakos. 
 
Pasco, Washington - After the winter, the parish of St. Nectarios had to confront an extensive roof repair, 
which cost them approximately $10k. Considering that they had not been able to meet in person since 
the beginning of the pandemic, we decided that the best use of support from our Ministry would be to 
help cover that unexpected expense. By God’s grace, the community connected this year for study and 
fellowship via Zoom, and gathered for Holy Week and Pascha 2021--their first in-person services in over 
a year. St Nectarios is served by Fr. John Angelis. The regional vicar is Fr. Dean Kouldukis.

Salem, Oregon - Parishioners at Holy Resurrection  are focused on making the church services more 
accessible to parishioners by revising and printing new books for Vespers and other services, which will 
be available to everyone as they enter the narthex. They are also putting funds towards Newly Illumined 
Baskets, organized by the parish bookstore. These baskets will include items for the prayer corner and 
beyond, to give new parishioners a  jump start with practicing their faith in the home. Finally, Holy 
Resurrection is designing and printing new business cards and welcome packets. This update is especially 
timely now that they have a resident priest. Holy Resurrection is served by Fr. Jerry Markopoulos and Fr. 
Steve Tussing. The regional vicar is Fr. Paul Paris. 



Roseburg, Oregon -  Holy Cross  parishioners are splitting their grant between three efforts. First, the 
parish hired a photographer to take photos during Holy Week, so that they can more accurately represent 
their community on their parish website. The second part of the grant will fund sound equipment for a 
parishioner-led project to produce a podcast about Orthodoxy in Southern Oregon, featuring interviews 
with Holy Cross parishioners and guests. The third project speaks to the parish’s biggest limiting factor-
-their small upstairs worship space. Now they have the opportunity to worship periodically in a shared 
ground level space. In preparation, they are building the items they need to set that space up for worship 
quickly and easily. These items will also be ready for when they have the opportunity to rent and move to a 
larger space of their own. Holy Cross is served by Fr. Jerry Markopoulos. The regional vicar is Fr. Paul Paris. 

Maui, Hawaii - Members at the Maui mission are uniquely gifted to tackle a project that we can all 
appreciate after increased time on Zoom. They are creating software and hardware that will allow  for 
synchronized church singing over long-distance network connections. This will help foster an effective 
real-time community environment during virtual meetings. If you’re familiar with Zoom meetings, you 
know that Zoom can only recognize one speaker at a time, so singing together is currently impossible. 
With the Maui parish’s new technology, members logging in from different locations will be able to both 
read and sing services together. Fr. Alexander Leong serves the faithful in Maui. The regional vicar is Fr 
Peter Salmas. 

Lake Havasu City, Arizona - This mission began the year by investing in a social media campaign to 
help increase their visibility in the local area. When the grant opportunity came along, it challenged 
the community to determine what additional capacity-building steps they want to take  this year. This 
launched a productive and strategic conversation, which is still playing out. Our Ministry is setting aside 
funds for Lake Havasu City to use when they complete this process. The community is served by regional 
vicar, Fr. Andrew Barakos, and a rotation of clergy from other parishes in the Southwest. 

Your Involvement
Your parish’s support of Missions to America 2021 is funding all of these creative projects. If you’re 
interested in getting involved directly with these parishes and their efforts, please reach out to me, or the 
clergy listed, and we can make an introduction. 

join our mission to america!

Pascha to Pentecost, June 20th


