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A ministry of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of San Francisco dedicated to fulfilling The Great Commission.

Holy Cross Mission in Roseburg
This fall two events put Roseburg, Oregon, on the map internationally, though perhaps 
the most important event went unnoticed by the media. On Saturday, September 12, 
Orthodox faithful gathered in Roseburg with His Eminence Metropolitan Gerasimos 
to celebrate the Divine Liturgy and give the mission the name of Holy Cross. His Emi-
nence spoke about the importance of the name Holy Cross before performing a Blessing 
of the Waters service, blessing the faithful present and the mission’s worship space at St. 
George Episcopal Church in downtown Roseburg. 

Following the Divine Liturgy, 
the mission hosted a celebra-
tory luncheon and silent auc-
tion. During the luncheon, 
various speakers shared about 
their relationship to the mis-
sion. Jo Ann Kluge, one of 
the two founding members 
recalled their early efforts to 
gather local Orthodox Chris-
tians together for worship.

Steering Committee Presi-
dent, Lisa Buck, spoke about 
discovering Orthodoxy several 
years ago during a church tour at the Greek Festival at Holy Trinity Cathedral in Port-
land, Oregon. She said, “I’m grateful to the Deacon who took me aside and spoke evan-
gelistic words to me.” When she returned home to Roseburg, she and her family found 
the mission and immediately began attending. 

Fr. Jerry Markopoulos gave a reflection on the establishment of a temple, as described in 
the book of Samuel. Other clergy in attendance 
included C.O.M.E. Director Fr. Theodore Dor-
rance of St. John the Baptist in Beaverton, Ore-
gon, Fr. Daniel Mackay of St. John the Wonder-
worker Serbian Orthodox Church in Eugene, Fr. 
Seraphim Majmudar of St. Nicholas in Tacoma, 
Washington and Dn. Kevin Haan of the OCA, 
who serves regularly at the mission. Lay people 
traveled from Seattle, Tacoma, Portland, Salem, 
Eugene, and Ashland to attend.

The attendee who traveled the furthest was 
perhaps Diane Primis from Anchorage, Alaska. 

Dec. 2015

C.O.M.E.

Holy Cross Mission, Roseburg, Oregon

Located just over 1 hour south of Eugene 
and 1.5 hours north of the OR/CA border

2005 - faithful formed first mission

2011 - became a mission of the Greek 
Orthodox Metropolis of San Francisco

Current stewards: 15 Families

Douglas County population: 106,940

Main industry: Timber

Local Attractions include Wildlife Safari, 
flyfishing, and over tweny wineries!

The Commission for Orthodox Missions & Evangelism 

Holy Cross, continued on page 5.



Letter from His Eminence
Beloved Brothers and Sisters in the Lord,

“If you plant goodness, you will harvest faithful love. Plow 
your ground, and you will harvest with the Lord. He will come, 
and he will make goodness fall on you like rain.” Hosea 10:12

The importance of outreach and evangelism is important to the 
perpetuation of the Orthodox faith. The world in which we live 
today is filled with sorrow, violence, and turmoil. There is only one 
way to attain peace, and that is through the love of Jesus Christ. 

Our parishes should accept this challenge and be focused on this 
goal – to spread the faith and be ministers of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. What a treasure we have in our Apostolic Faith, but with 
this treasure also comes the responsibility of sharing the Good News and living our lives as 
an example of His teachings, His commandments, and His love.

Please do your best to serve not just the needs of our own parishes, but also remember the 
spiritually needy around you in your greater communities. There are many people searching 
for answers, and the Orthodox Church can be that answer, if we only open our doors and our 
hearts to welcome people into our Christian family.

During this season of the Nativity, there is no greater gift you can offer but that of uncondi-
tional love. May this love be shared, especially with those less fortunate, and may the love of 
Jesus Christ fill your hearts and homes this Christmas and throughout the New Year!

With Love in Christ,

✠ Metropolitan Gerasimos of San Francisco

Letter from the Director
Dear co-workers in Christ, 

I have been involved with C.O.M.E. since the very beginning. I was 
newly ordained and serving at Ascension Cathedral in Oakland, Cali-
fornia when Metropolitan Anthony of blessed memory called various 
clergy and lay people together to form this ministry, with Catherine 
Lingas as our Board President. As a convert to Orthodoxy, I was eager to 
be involved in helping others like myself find the Orthodox Church.

Since 1991, our Metropolis has planted many new parishes and seen 
hundreds of people come to the Orthodox Church as a result. Addi-
tionally, existing parishes were strengthened through their supportive 
relationship to the new parishes. Without new churches, without the clergy and faithful working 
to make them vibrant, loving, Eucharistic communities, many people would not be Orthodox 
Christians today. 

This year we made progress on many of our goals for C.O.M.E., which you can read about in this 
newsletter. We cannot be successful in meeting our goals without your help. Please see yourselves, the 
parish priests and parish leaders, as partners in our Metropolis’ work in Missions & Evangelism. 

Thank you for your support of C.O.M.E. Have a Merry Christmas and a blessed New Year!

Fr. Theodore Dorrance

C.O.M.E. Board 
of Directors

His Eminence Met-
ropolitan Gerasimos 
of San Francisco

His Grace Bishop 
Apostolos of Medeia

Fr. Theodore Dorrance

Fr. Andrew Barakos

Fr. Photios Dumont

Fr. Timothy Pavlatos

Fr. Constantine 
Pappademos

Fr. Stephen Supica

Cliff Argue

Connie Contes

Diana Plumis

Jim Rakos

Many thanks to Eva 
Walters for years of 
Board service to C.O.M.E. 
We wish you success in 
your new endeavors!

k

C.O.M.E. is a ministry of the 
Metropolis of San Francisco, 
under the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of America and 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate 
of Constantinople.

The Greek Orthodox Metropo-
lis of San Francisco is a 501(c)3 
organization eligible to receive 
charitable donations. 

C.O.M.E.  
14485 SW Walker Rd 
Beaverton OR 97006

www.come-sf.org 
come@sanfran.goarch.org 
503-277-3928

Director 
Fr. Theodore Dorrance

Assistant Director 
Thomaida Hudanish
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The Strategic Plan
Like many other ministries, C.O.M.E.’s work has been directly affected by the Metropolis Strategic Plan, which 
began implementation in 2014. The three goals defined for Missions & Evangelism were:

1. Establish and support Missions & Evangelism Ministries in every parish.
2. Plant five new parishes in the next 10 years.
3. Parish Mentoring

The C.O.M.E. Board quickly identified the first step towards implementation as hiring a full-time person to 
manage progress on the Strategic Objectives, in addition to C.O.M.E.’s existing work. The full-time Assistant 
Director was hired in August 2014. Since that time, new Missions & Evangelsim Ministries have been started or 
re-invigorated in a dozen parishes. Also, the Board has made significant process on documenting a strategy for 
both successful Parish Planting and Parish Mentoring that will guide both of these processes going forward. 

Our Metropolis Strategic Plan has provided a framework taking bold new steps in Church ministry. C.O.M.E. 
is grateful for the leadership shown by His Eminence Metropolitan Gerasimos and other Metropolis leaders as 
we endeavor to do more of the good work Christ calls us to do. ✠

C.O.M.E. Director Fr. Theodore Dorrance and Assistant 
Director Thomaida Hudanish traveled to Brookline, Mas-
sachussets, October 26-30, 2015 for Missions Week at 
Hellenic College/Holy Cross. Fr. Theodore visited class-
es, gave homilies after evening Vespers, and spoke dur-
ing a three-day Conference entitled “Speaking to Secular 
America.” His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios gave the 
keynote at the conference. Clergy and professors repre-
senting various institutions and jurisdictions also partici-
pated. The week culminated in the inauguration of Rev. 
Dr. Chris Metropulos as the 21st President of HCHC. 
Video recordings of each presentation are now available at 
Youtube.com on the “HCHC Media” channel. 

This is the second official visit that C.O.M.E. has made 
to HCHC to further relationship with the seminary and 
talk to clergy candidates about serving in the American 
mission field.

m

Parish Visits. In October 2015, Assistant Director 
Thomaida Hudanish visited six parishes in the Southwest 
Vicariate, including the Metropolis’ newset mission in 
Lake Havasu City, Arizona. The purpose of the visits was 
to kickstart each parish’s Missions & Evangelism Ministry 
and offer assistance and resources for best practices in 
Orthodox evangelism.

m

Board Activities. In 2015 the C.O.M.E. Board met in 
Seattle on February 6 and in Portland on September 11. 

In addition to approving changes to the annual 
Mochas for Missions campaign, formerly Pennies 
& Prayers, and discussing progress in each of the 
mission and mentored parishes, the Board worked 
on manuals to guide the process for two of its Stra-
tegic Objectives: Planting New Parishes and Parish 
Mentoring. 

m

Communications. September 2015 marked the 
launch of a new website and e-mail distribution list 
for C.O.M.E. Additionally you are reading the first 
edition of C.O.M.E.’s winter newsletter. 

To join C.O.M.E.’s e-mail distribution list for bi-
weekly updates and missions-themed content. Visit 
www.come-sf.org, click on “Contact” and enter 
your e-mail address in the space provided. 

m

Grant Awarded. St. George Greek Orthodox Church 
in Prescott, Arizona, was chosen to receive a grant 
from the Archdiocesan Committee for Small Parish-
es, ACFSP. The grant period begins Jan. 1, 2016 with 
an initial dispersement of $50,000, and potential to 
receive $35,000 the second year and $10,000 in the 
third and final year. This is a new effort from the 
Archdiocese, funded by Leadership 100 and admin-
istered by the ACFSP, to help small parishes over-
come obstacles to increase their membership. ✠ 

News in Brief
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Mochas for Missions
Every year parishes throughout the Metropolis of San Francisco participate in a cam-
paign to raise awareness and funds for Missions & Evangelism work within the Me-
tropolis. A mission-minded parishioner, a Philoptochos member, or the parish Mis-
sions & Evangelism Ministry leads the campaign. 

In 2015, a total of $34,203 was raised by fifty-three parishes. This year’s accom-
plishments include: 

Fresh theme, redesigned materials, educational articles and inserts•	
Seven new parishes participated! •	
Ten parishes set goals for the first time (majority surpassed their goals)!•	
Average contribution increased to $645, up from $483 in 2014. •	

m
Mochas for Missions funds go directly to C.O.M.E. to support its work on the three 
Strategic Objectives outlined in the Metropolis Strategic Plan, detailed on page 3. 
The long-term goal is to raise $100,000 annually with this campaign. This will enable 
C.O.M.E. to be a self-supporting office and begin to realize additional ministry goals, 
including offering an annual retreat for mission parish clergy and lay leaders and award-
ing grants to mission and mentored parishes to enable them to fulfill their goals.  

m
In 2016, all Mochas for Missions contributions will be sent directly to the C.O.M.E. 
Office in Beaverton, Oregon. Each parish will choose a Mochas for Missions point per-
son. C.O.M.E. encourages the parish to use the provided materials to share about the 
ministry’s work and inspire parishioners to see their own parish, neighborhood, and 
city as a mission field in need of Christ and authentic Christian community. 

Mochas for Missions 2016 packets will be sent during the first week of February. The 
2016 campaign begins on Forgiveness Sunday, March 13th and ends on Holy Pen-
tecost, June 19th. Although most parishes run the campaign during this time, some 
parishes choose an alternative one to three month period. C.O.M.E. encourages the 
priest and parish Mochas for Missions representative to choose the best timing and 
fundraising goal for their parish. Parishes that meet their goal early, finish the cam-
paign early! Please let us know how we can partner with you to make Mochas for Mis-
sions an inspiring experience for your parish.

To learn more about Mochas for Missions and find tips and materials from the 2015 
campaign please visit the C.O.M.E. website at www.come-sf.org. ✠

Congratulations 
to our top 10 
contributing 
parishes:

St. John the Baptist 
in Beaverton, OR

St. Nicholas in 
San Jose, CA

St. Anthony in 
Pasadena, CA 

Sts. Constantine & 
Helen in Cardiff-
by-the-Sea, CA

Salem Mission 
in Salem, OR

Holy Transfiguration 
in Anchorage, AK

Holy Resurrection 
in Castro Valley, CA

Annunciation in 
Sacramento, CA

Assumption in 
Seattle, WA

St. Katherine in 
Redondo Beach, CA

Together, these 
10 parishes 
raised $19,619 
for domestic 
mission work!
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Thank you for your support! 

Salem Mission raises $1,667 for Domestic Missions

Primis was born and raised in Roseburg. As a child she was baptized at St. George Episcopalian Church, 
the very place where Holy Cross Mission now meets. When Primis met her husband, she converted to Or-
thodoxy and together they helped establish Holy Transfiguration Greek Orthodox Church in Anchorage. 
“It’s like coming full circle,” she said about the naming of the mission. In addition to celebrating a Divine 
Liturgy in the place where she started her Christian life, she said, “My husband’s name was Stavros and now 
this parish is Holy Cross.” 

Less than a month after the naming of Holy Cross Greek Orthodox Mission, on October 1st the nation was 
saddened to hear about a shooting at Umpqua Community College. Speaking to a gathering of Metropolis 
clergy and lay leaders, His Eminence Metropolitan Gerasimos said that this tragic event underscores for him 
the importance of our Strategic Plan to help us do the work of God. He has confidence that we are focusing our 
efforts on the right things, because the world is in such desperate need of the light of Christ. ✠

Holy Cross, continued from front page.

Chris and Sarah Fauerso became Ortho-
dox in 2014 through the ministry of the 
small mission located in Salem, Oregon. 
This year they were invited to lead the 
Mochas for Missions campaign at their 
parish. Together with their priest, the pa-
rishioners set an impressive goal for their 
small community, $1,500. Parishioners 
responded to the articles and posters and 
together they met and surpassed their 
goal. With less than 30 families they 
raised $1,667! 

When asked why Mochas for Missions 
was so successful in Salem, Chris Fau-
erso said, “In the past Pennies & Prayers 
proved difficult for some because most 

people don’t use cash very much anymore. So to have a different way of thinking about giving helped 
some. The goal gave them a challenge to get 
excited about and they were able to plan their 
budgets accordingly.”

“Becoming educated on what exactly 
C.O.M.E. is and what they do helped a 
number of people understand what it 
means for our parish as well as for the Me-
tropolis,” said Fauerso. “That being said as 
a mission parish these things are near and 
dear to us. Our support of C.O.M.E. will 
in turn help us meet some of our future 
hopes and desires to see the Gospel and 
Orthodoxy spread in Salem.” ✠

Above, Salem’s Mochas for Missions display. Below, Salem faithful hosted a Pan-
Orthodox Liturgy and Luncheon for all parishes in central to southern Oregon. 
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Spotlight on St. George Missions & Evangelism 
Ministry in Eugene, Oregon 
The Missions & Evangelism Ministry at St. George Greek Orthodox in Eugene, Or-
egon, has met regularly under the direction of Fr. Jerry Markopoulos for several years. 
Long-time parishioner Melita Green chairs the group.

Each meeting begins by asking those present to share an experience they have had since 
the last meeting of sharing their Orthodox faith. These witness experiences challenge 
members to think about the questions they encounter most and help to focus the 
group’s work. 

Eugene is Oregon’s second largest 
city. One of the opportunities facing 
St. George is increasing its  outreach 
through college ministry. With the 
University of Oregon and three other 
institutions for higher education in 
town, St. George serves both as a place 
for Orthodox students to plug-in away 
from home and a destination college-
age inquirers.

Current projects for the Missions & 
Evangelism Ministry include creating a 
procedure for following up with Sun-
day visitors and developing the OCF 
campus ministry program to engage 
more students. ✠

Missions & Evangelism Ministry
The first Strategic Objective outlined for Missions & Evangelism in the Metropo-
lis Strategic Plan is to help each parish create a Missions & Evangelism Ministry. 
Parishes with a Missions & Evangelism Ministry benefit from a team committed 
to developing the parish’s adult education offerings, bookstore, welcome ministry, 
visibility in the community, international missions efforts and collaboration with 
the Metropolis Mission & Evangelism Ministry, C.O.M.E. Projects tackled by 
Missions & Evangelism Ministries throughout the Metropolis include:

Writing and revising content for parish website and brochures•	
Hosting biannual Outreach Vespers and Reception tailored to first-time visitors. •	
Creating and running parish advertisements for local print and digital media.•	
Designing and installing improved external signage and seasonal banners.•	
Organizing and promoting annual inquirers’ classes and other adult education•	
Promoting the work of OCMC missionaries and opportunities to join mission teams.•	
Developing Welcome Ministry materials, process and follow-up•	
Highlighting Metropolis Missions & Evangelism efforts and mission parishes •	
and much more! •	

Please work with your priest and C.O.M.E. to get your Missions & Evangelism 
Ministry started! ✠

m

Fr. Jerry Markopoulos and the St. George Missions & 
Evangelism Ministry met with C.O.M.E. Asssitant Di-
rector Thomaida Hudanish on Sunday, Nov. 8th. 

Parish Missions 
& Evangelism 
Ministries work 
to develop seven 
areas of parish 
outreach:

1. Welcome Ministry

2. In-Reach and 
Adult Education

3. Parish Visibility

4. Mochas for 
Missions

5. Parish Bookstore

6. Outreach Efforts

7. OCMC/Foreign 
Missions Ambassador

Did You Know?

C.O.M.E. defines a 
mission parish as one 
that does not yet 
have a permanent 
full-time priest.

Our Metropolis has 
six mission parishes. 

C.O.M.E. mentors 
nine parishes in 
addition to the six 
mission parishes.
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Milestones around the Metropolis
Parishioners at Holy Transfiguration in Anchorage, 
Alaska, increased their Stewardship by 30% this year.
Fr. Vasili Hillhouse says that the parish is currently 
focused on finishing and furnishing their new church 
building in preparation for Consecration. The building 
committee is also researching options for remodeling 
or replacing the building that currently houses parish 
offices, classrooms, the kitchen and clergy residence.

In January 2015, Bishop Apostolos visited the Greek 
Orthodox Mission of Maui, Hawaii, for Divine Lit-
urgy and the Blessing of the Waters. Local faithful and 
island visitors continue to meet monthly for Divine 
Liturgy with Fr. Alexander Leong of Sts. Constantine 
& Helen Greek Orthodox Cathedral in Honolulu. In 
January 2016, the mission will host C.O.M.E. Direc-
tor Fr. Theodore Dorrance for a spiritual retreat and 
Stewardship seminar. Presvytera Aspasia Dorrance will 
offer a workshop on church music.

Prophet Elias Greek Orthodox Church in Santa 
Cruz, California, has a new website and Welcome 
Ministry. Fr. Milutin Janjic is serving the parish. 

Through Parish Mentoring efforts, the faithful of St. 
John the Baptist in Salinas, California, doubled their 
Stewardship this year. In July 2015, Fr. Ion Coman 
and his family were assigned to the Salinas community. 
One of the community’s priorities is moving the parish 
to the Monterey Peninsula. 

St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church in Temecu-
la, California, moved to a newly remodeled facility 
in April this year. Fr. Andrew Lesko and the commu-
nity are preparing to celebrate their 25th anniversary 
in 2016.

St. Gregory of Nyssa in El Cajon, California, com-
pleted the rebuilding of their church this year, after a 
fire in January 2013. The parking lot and iconography 
are the next steps. While the parish has a plan for ico-
nography, for the time being they have made steward-
ship and faithful attendance their focus, because as Fr. 
Simeon Corona said, “the chief icons of the parish are 
the people.” ✠ The newly re-built St. Gregory of Nyssa Greek Orthodox Church in 

El Cajon, California.

St. George Greek 
Orthodox Church is 
growing out of their 
renovated property 
on Gurley Avenue in 
downtown Prescott, 
Arizona.

The mission in Lake Havasu City, Arizona, rents facilities at a local Chris-
tian church and has two Saturday Liturgies each month with clergy trav-
eling three hours each way from Phoenix, Arizona.  
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Mochas for Missions 2016 
begins Sunday, March 13! 

Our new Metropolis 
Goal is $45,000!

m

Look for your parish’s Mochas for Missions 
packet during the first week of February 2016. 

To preview the program and begin planning, 
visit www.come-sf.org and click 

on “Mochas for Missions!”

Mochas for Missions is a way to engage your 
parish in Metropolis Missions & Evangelism 

efforts and Grow Orthodoxy in America.

Please share this newsletter with everyone who helped 
with your 2015 Mochas for Missions campaign! Thank you!

C.O.M.E. 
14485 SW Walker Road 
Beaverton, Oregon 97006
www.come-sf.org

Mochas for Missions champions at 
St. Barbara Greek Orthodox Church 

in Santa Barbara, California 


