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Sharing Your Journey
Word-of-mouth is the number one means of growing the Or-
thodox Church and adding new members to the Faith. For 
many people, the bridge to the Orthodox Church is going to be 
through relationships that already exist. Many people are skep-
tical about religion today, but still put value in the testimonies 
of people they know and trust. Who we are, rather than what 
we say, is the most important element.

In addition to living a sincere Christian life, we can each work to 
succintly, authentically, and powerfully share our journey. This 
is not a form of preaching or trying to convince someone to be-
lieve. Telling your story is a way of witnessing for Jesus Christ. 
People can argue and debate if you are trying to convince them 
logically about the gospel; but nobody can deny your story.  
Your story has great power. All you have to say is, “This is what 
God has done in my life.” 

Two Types of Testimonies - depending on the situation, you 
may be asked to explain why you believe in God, why you’re 
Orthodox, or both: 

1. Why Christ? Share how you came to Faith in Christ and/or a deeper conversion. Remem-
ber, this is your story. It is not necessary to have a dramatic story or a specific turning point in 
mind. Just tell how God became real and personal in your life. State how your life is different 
since this conversion took place. 

2. Why Orthodoxy? Describe why Orthodoxy is a meaningful expression of your faith; 
whether it is the beauty of liturgical traditions, the community life of the parish, the ex-
ample of a specific person, an understanding of Church History, the spiritual tools offered 
by the Church or the depth of Orthodox Theology, or all of the above. Why are you thankful 
to be an Orthodox Christian?

Sources:
Storytelling by Andy Lekos. Orthodox Christian Mission Center, OCMC, Mission Team Training Program.
Personal Evangelism: A brief guide for Orthodox Christians. Department of Missions and Evangelism, Antiochian Ortho-
dox Christian Archdiocese of North America. 
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